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Merry Christmas!
We welcome all of you to our St. Luke Radiant worship
service this Christmas Eve – a holy night to celebrate Christ’s
birth! We hope that God may lighten our world and brighten
your hearts with peace during this season of Christmas!
We will be celebrating communion this evening followed by
a candlelight service.
As is our practice in-home worship, we invite you to: light a candle or all of your advent
candles(!); open your Bibles (or the worship bulletin to the texts and carols); and have your
candles ready for our candlelight portion of our service.
For the Sacrament of Holy Communion, please prepare a plate with one slice, piece, or loaf of
bread to be broken and shared, and enough cups of wine (red, rose or white are all fine) or
grape juice for each participant. Cover everything with a clean cloth or napkin.

Prelude

Concerto Grosso, Op. 6 No, 8,
fatto per la notte di Natale
‘made for Christmas night’
Arcangelo Corelli

Welcome and Announcements

GATHERING
Call to Worship
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. The light shines in the darkness
and the darkness has not overcome it.
Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them has light shined. We have beheld
Christ's glory; glory as of the only Son from the Father.
The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son and they will call him Immanuel-which
means, "God with us."
Immanuel, God is with us. It is in His name that we worship, live and hope.
In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Let us go to the city of David and worship Christ the Lord!
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Gathering Hymn ELW 283

O Come, All Ye Faithful

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.

3

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that
here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the
brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

WORD
First Lesson

Luke 2:1-7

1

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.
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All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the
house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and
who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.
7
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

Meditation

Breath of Heaven
Chris Eaton and Amy Grant,
arr. Craig Courtney

I have travelled many moonless nights,
Cold and weary, with a babe inside.
And I wonder what I’ve done, Holy Father,
You have come and chosen me now to carry
Your Son.
I am waiting in a silent prayer.
I am frightened by the load I bear.
In a world as cold as stone Must I walk this
path alone?
Be with me now.

Breath of Heaven, hold me together
be forever near me, Breath of Heaven.
Breath of Heaven
Breath of Heaven, Lighten my darkness,
Pour over me Your holiness,
For you are holy, Breath of Heaven.
Do you wonder, as You watch my face,
If another should have had my place?
But I offer all I am for the mercy of your plan.
Help me be strong, help me be, help me.
Breath of Heaven, hold me together,
Be forever near me, Breath of Heaven.
Breath of Heaven, Lighten my darkness,
Pour over me Your holiness,
For you are holy, Breath of Heaven.
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Second Lesson

Luke 2:8-14
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In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock
by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city
of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
14
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

Carol ELW 289

Angels We Have Heard on High

Third Lesson

Luke 2:15-20

15

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord
has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child
lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about
this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Carol ELW 288

Good Christian Friends Rejoice
led by The Choirs of
St Luke and St Timothy Lutheran Churches
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Christmas Message

“What would you have me do?”

Hymn of the Day ELW 296

Pastor Wayne
What Child is This

Prayers of the People
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world and all who
are in need
- response after each petition: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
- response after the final petition: Amen.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Within a household, we greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and
remember our siblings scattered across Albuquerque and throughout the world.
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Offering
We are invited to joyfully give our tithes and offerings to join in God’s unceasing mission
through the Church. We may place our offerings in the basket in the aisle. We may also send
gifts directly to St. Luke via mail or contribute via our online giving resources on our church
website http://stlukeabq.org/.
Our St. Luke “bucket of change” offerings for December will go to spread joy through
Camino de Vida NM – Iglesia Christiana
our partner church and a shared Hispanic/Latino ministry of the Rocky Mountain Synod of the
ELCA and Presbyterian Church USA.

Offering Hymn ELW 294

In the Bleak Midwinter
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Offering Prayer
Gracious God,
you came to us as one unknown, bringing joy and salvation to the earth. Nourish us at your
banquet table, that with all who welcome your birth we may proclaim your peace, revealed
in Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

CHRISTIAN HOUSEHOLD COMMUNION
Each household uncovers the wine and bread prepared earlier.
All participants join in the parts printed in bold.

The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Eucharistic Prayer and Words of Institution
Gathered in Christ’s name in our church and in our households, we pray our many tables
would become your One Holy Table, O LORD. With the beloved family of Christ throughout
this city, with Christian households throughout the world, together also with angels,
archangels and all the company of heaven, we praise your name, and join in one unending
hymn:
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Carol ELW 292

Love Has Come
verse 1

Today again, in this Kairos moment of Christmas, we remember with thanksgiving how, “In the
night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave
it to his disciples, saying:
‘Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.’
Again, after supper, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.’”
This is the supper of our Lord Jesus Christ. This same bread and cup, shared in churches and
households throughout the world, are here also given for us. Remembering Christ’s love for us
on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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The Lord's Prayer
Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
There is a place for you at the banquet. Come and feast at Jesus’ table. Amen.

The Distribution of Communion
Please distribute the bread and the wine,
saying to each person (or aloud for yourself):
The body of Christ, given for you;
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
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Carol ELW 292

Love Has Come
verses 2 and 3

Communion Blessing
Let us pray,
Loving God, you have given us a share in the one bread and one cup and made us one with
Jesus. Help us to bring your salvation and joy to all the world. We ask through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
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CANDLE LIGHTING
As we begin singing “Silent Night,”
please begin lighting your candles at home and join us in song!
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Silent Night
Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht!
Franz Gruber, arr. Hal Hopson
led by The Sanctuary and Salt & Light Choirs
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SENDING
Blessing
May the God of hope
fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Sending Hymn ELW 267

Joy to the World
led by The Choirs of
St Luke and St Timothy Lutheran Churches
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Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Fantasia on ‘In Dulci Jubilo’, BWV 729
J.S. Bach

POINSETTIAS ARE OFFERED THIS NIGHT,
TO THE GLORY OF GOD

Les & D’Ann Anderson
In thanksgiving for great-granddaughter Lydia
Betty Ann Arner
In thanksgiving for grandchildren Caden and Silas
Lori Erven
In thanksgiving for Cierra, Chelsea, Brian and Beau
Hollowwa Family
In memory of Barbara Harris, Chris’s sister
Joyce Mills
In honor of grandchildren Taylor & Zachary
Judy Moore
Daleen Olson
In loving memory of Dale & Jane Sly, Leland & Zelma Wilder,
William & Reta Sly, and Bruce MacDonald
Ed & Sue Walters
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Participating in Today’s Worship
Pastor Christa von Zychlin and Pastor Wayne Nieminen
Organist: John Garlisch
String Quartet: Nicolle Manicai, violin,
Gabriela da Silva Fogo, violin,
Luiz Barrionuevo, Viola
Melinda Mack, cello
The Choirs of St Luke and St. Timothy Lutheran Churches
Vocalists: Augustin Arredondo, Pauleta Hendrickson,
and Molly Rosenshein
Audio-visual: Greg Anderson
Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible,
copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the United States of America. Used by permission.
All rights reserved worldwide.
All hymns and service music reprinted and streamed by permission. OneLicense.net # A-706048;
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26484; CCLI #11505397.
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