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Did you hear about the shepherd who asked his friend,  

you know what really gets my goat? 

No said his friend, what? 

Wolves. I'm a terrible shepherd. 
  

Jesus says The Good Shepherd sticks around when the wolf comes and does something about a 

situation. 

 

In our first reading today, old apostle John  

gets super concrete: I John 3:18 “Little children, let us love not with words or speech, but in 

truth and in _____________ (ACTION). 

These past few weeks our nation has been caught up with the trial in the killing of George 

Floyd.  

 

In an op-ed piece in the Wall Street Journal this weekend, Peggy Noonan says…  

“They showed up. Jury. Justice system… 

What did the verdict mean? It meant that black lives matter, George Floyd’s life mattered, the 

police aren’t above the law, the system worked. It meant a jury of your peers confirmed what 

your eyes saw. It meant the American nation, which spends so much time putting itself down, 

retains something that has long distinguished it: a conscience …. The entire nation saw that 

video and did not look away.” 

There are wolves afoot in our nation. A lawlessness.  A lovelessness. A distain for life and truth. 

As if everyone has their own truth – and everyone is free to practice business or policing or 

shepherding or “love” in their own way? 
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A New York Times story this week puzzles: My Boyfriend Has Two Girlfriends. Should I Be His 

Third?  (You’ll be pleased as I was, that by the end of the article, the third woman walks away! 

She gets up and DOES something about her situation.) 

No. Jesus says, God has standards and wisdom for business practices. For care of the earth. For 

public safety. And for love relationships. 

Any of you heard of FISHLOVE?  

It’s a wonderful little  2 min. video featuring 

Rabbi Abraham Twerski , an old Hassidic Jew with a long beard, who talks about asking 

someone,  

“Young man, why are you eating that fish?” 

“Because I love fish,” the guy answers. 

“Oh, you love the fish.” Says Rabbi Twerski “ That’s why you took it out of the water, killed it and 
boiled it. Don’t tell me you love the fish. You love yourself, and because the fish tastes good to 
you, therefore you took it out of the water and killed it and boiled it.” 

Rabbi Twerski is saying the same thing we learn from Jesus: 

Rabbi Jesus tells us, real love is not about consuming, but about giving ourselves away. 

Sometimes we old-timer Christians can act as if love is something you sit & consume at church 
week after week,  

hmmm wonder what pastors and musicians are serving up this week for us? 

But for Jesus- love means  

Confronting the wolves,  

discerning truth from lies,  

practicing de-escalation of violence, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CMcHtSjtNBY
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Real love means being ready to sacrifice our, time, energy, talent, even our own lives 

for the sake of the least of these - God’s sheep and lambs. 

As Father Zossima says in the Dostoyevsky’s Great Christian Novel, The Brothers Karamazov: 

(quote) 
“love in action is a harsh and dreadful thing compared with love in dreams. Love in dreams is 
greedy for immediate action, rapidly performed …with all looking on and applauding… But 
active love is labor and fortitude, … . “ 

Today, Jesus is the good shepherd who calls us to be like him, putting love into action.  

How have you had a chance to practice active love in this past week? How will you practice it in 
this coming week? 

… 

Shepherding is great training for loving our often frustrating fellow human-beings. 

Gordon Moyes is a Christian pastor who grew up on a sheep ranch in Australia. He says:  

“… the sheep in Australia are pretty stupid. They wheel round in a mob… if one leaps. All leap. If 
you open a gate to good grass they may head the opposite direction.  

Then Pastor Moyes, who now works with the poor in the city of Sydney says:  

You know, people are like sheep. I see poor folks who could be making use of schooling and 
social programs to help them get a foothold up in life, but many haven’t a clue how to persist... 
They need someone to actually physically show up and lead them to greener pastures. 

Also, Pastor Moyes continues, sheep … are pretty helpless. In dry spells they might mob around 
an empty water trough until they all die of thirst. They need someone to physically show up and 
lead them beside still waters. Just so, [homeless folks]…are often intimidated, or traumatized 
and may actually head away from honest help when it’s offered. 
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Sheep are easily pushed around. Cars, dogs, and kids can all push sheep around. Someone with a 
rod and staff needs to protect them.  

Just so the poor are pushed around by social workers, endless and confusing paper work, shabby 
landlords, biased police, even sometimes, sadly, by church programs & volunteers who look 
down on those they are supposed to be serving with Christian love…  

Finally, Pastor. Moyes says, Sheep are regularly fleeced. Sheep endure docking, dipping, 
drenching, shearing. It’s the same with people of the streets. They are taken down, rolled, 
nabbed and nicked, conned, short-changed and fleeced. 

Where are the shepherds to care for the sheep of Sydney Australia? 

Where are the shepherds to care for the sheep of Albuquerque, NM? 

And this is not all pejorative, we are ALL dumb sheep. The Bible reminds us of this. Dumber some 
days than others.  Am I right? 

And AT THE SAME TIME,  

As Jesus’ disciples, all Christians are called to be apprentice shepherds. Remember how after his 
resurrection, Jesus told his disciple Peter to  “feed my lambs and tend my sheep.” (John 21) 
 

WE – disciples of Jesus - have each been given a sphere of influence, people to care for – who 

live next door, or at work, or we see in zoom meetings, in our families, - we are called to be 

shepherds to one another, and especially within the community of Christ. 

 

Back in Wisconsin years ago, we literally lived next door to a shepherd named Joanne.  Who 

had two ewes  

Every September the two mama sheep, Jazmine & Suzy, went to see the daddy sheep, and 147 

days later (give or take a day) voila! lambs were born. 

One year, Suzy got bigger and bigger and then a cold Thursday in February she went off her 

feed, then went down and wouldn’t get up. The vet came & said “doesn’t look good, Joanne.”  

Still, he gave her the meds said MAYBE she’d be delivering in 24-30 hours. By Friday night 

nothing . 

By phone the vet said, gently, Can’t save her, Joanne. 
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Prop her up against a bale so she’s not on her side. You’ll have five minutes after she dies to do 

a C section. And Joanne got exact instructions on just where to cut to save one or both lambs 

from their dead mother’s body. 

Only thing is the vet didn’t know this shepherd. 

On Friday Joanne started Suzy on Ensure and Gatorade with a syringe. 

On Saturday she gave her more Ensure & oatmeal  with a turkey baster, which she had to squirt 

in Suzy’s mouth just so, so she didn’t choke. 

Every 1 1/2 to 2 hours, throughout the night. The shepherd cared for her sheep. And Suzy was 

fighting the turkey baster, but holding some of the nourishment down. 

 

On Saturday night at ten, more than 50 hours after the vet had given that ewe up for dead,  

the good shepherd saw the first lamb. Pulled it out feet first. An hour later the second one was 

pulled out and  

just before midnight, the third one was delivered. Suzy had been pregnant with triplets. And all 

three lambs alive, and Suzy got on her feet again. 

that’s when the bottle feeding started, Joanne said with a tired sigh.  

First every two hours, then gradually three and then every four hours all through the nights. 

The sleepless nights of the shepherd. 

 

Jesus is OUR Good Shepherd, laying down his life for his sheep, and then getting up again, 

raised from the dead, Jesus calls us to be shepherds -to show up and do good in this world.  

It is an amazing calling for all of God’s people. Not Fishlove. But a Good Shepherd’s love.  Amen. 


