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42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: 

if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have 

stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for 

the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 

Matthew 24: 42-44     
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WELCOME! ¡BIENVENIDOS! 

WELCOME: We are so glad to gather together for worship of our Lord Jesus Christ. If you are 

visiting or looking for a church home, we invite you to sign the Guest Book, and/or our 

goldenrod sheet, and give us the opportunity to welcome you or answer any questions you 

may have. This is Christ’s Church. There is a place for you here. 

 

 

The Advent season is a four week period before Christmas that 

celebrates the anticipation and coming of Jesus Christ, the 

Messiah. The origin of "advent" is from the Latin 

word adventus which simply translates "coming" or "arrival". Not 

only is the Christian meaning for preparation and celebration of 

the coming of Jesus Christ, his birth at Christmas, but also a time 

to reflect on our new life in Jesus Christ as our Savior, and a time 

to wonder and anticipate Jesus’ returning again.  

 

 

HOLY COMMUNION: At St. Luke, all Christians who desire to receive Christ in, with and under 

the bread and wine of Holy Communion are warmly invited to do so, regardless of your age or 

church background. If you or your children are not yet baptized into the Christian faith, please 

contact the pastors who would love to help you receive this sacrament of grace and belonging. 

As Lutheran Christians, we trust and teach what Martin Luther wrote in his Small Catechism:  

“These [Biblical] words, (given for you) and (shed for you for the forgiveness of sins) when 

accompanied by the physical eating and drinking, are the essential thing in the sacrament, and 

whoever believes these very words has what they declare and state, namely, ‘forgiveness of 

sins.’” 

 

COVID Guidelines:  Wearing of masks is optional, respecting one another’s choice to wear mask or not. 

Masks are available in the narthex. We still encourage social distancing between worshippers that are not 

of the same household.     OUR BABIES AND YOUNG CHILDREN – Please, let’s continue to keep a “Baby 

Safe” zone of distance from our littlest worshippers.    
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Prelude Musician’s Choice 

Welcome, Announcements and Stewardship Video 

GATHERING 

Invocation 

We gather in the name of God, the Creator of Light;  

Jesus, the Light of the World;  

And the Holy Spirit, the Light who illumines our path.   Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

In this season of Advent, let us come before God and confess how our words and actions contribute 

to the darkness instead of adding to the light.  

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

God of Love and Light,  

We confess that we are not always the light-bearers you desire us to be.   

We shine a spotlight on the transgressions of others while trying to keep our own sins  

hidden in the dark.   

We burn bridges by being impatient, opinionated and judgmental.  

We inflame others by lashing out in anger.  

We go through days enveloped in the gloom of fear and doubt.  

We let our witness become a smoldering ember until it dies out completely.   

Forgive us, Jesus, the Everlasting light.  Come to us, abide with us, our Lord, Emmanuel.   

Teach us to walk as children of the light, surrounded by your love, forgiveness and healing.   

We ask this in the name of Jesus.  Amen 

 

God is light, and in God there is no darkness at all.  If we walk in the light as God is in the light, we 

have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin.   Amen. 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. 

And also with you.  
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Kyrie  -  Tune:  Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus  

 

Advent / Christmas Glory to God -  Tune: Angels We Have Heard on High 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us to the 

threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

WORD 

First Lesson  Isaiah 2: 1-5 

1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

 2In days to come 

  the mountain of the Lord’s house 

 shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

  and shall be raised above the hills; 

 all the nations shall stream to it. 

  3Many peoples shall come and say, 

 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 

  to the house of the God of Jacob; 

 that he may teach us his ways 

  and that we may walk in his paths.” 

 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 

  and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

 4He shall judge between the nations, 

  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

 they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

  and their spears into pruning hooks; 

 nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

  neither shall they learn war any more. 

 5O house of Jacob, 

  come, let us walk 

  in the light of the Lord! 

 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God 
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Lighting of the Advent Candle Trujillo Family  

ELW 257 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

 verse 1 

 

Psalm Psalm 122 

  1I was glad when they said to me, 

  “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 

 2Now our feet are standing 

  within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

 3Jerusalem is built as a city 

  that is at unity with itself; 

 4to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, 

  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the Lord.  

 5For there are the thrones of judgment, 

  the thrones of the house of David. 

 6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 

  “May they prosper who love you. 

 7Peace be within your walls 

  and quietness within your towers. 

 8For the sake of my kindred and companions, 

  I pray for your prosperity. 

 9Because of the house of the Lord our God, 

  I will seek to do you good.”  
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Second Lesson         Romans 13: 11-14  
11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For 

salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. 

Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in 

the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and 

jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its 

desires. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God 

All God’s Children Message Pastor Wayne 

Gospel Acclamation ELW 175 

Gospel Matthew 24: 36-44 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-fourth chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, 

nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of 

Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 

marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and 

swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one 

will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and 

one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But 

understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, 

he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also 

must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon Keep Watch! Pastor Wayne  

 

Hymn of the Day ACS 905 We Are Waiting for Jesus 

 

   

Profession of Faith 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 

dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
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Prayers of the People 

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new hope. 

- response after each petition: God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

- response after the final petition: Amen. 

Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

Within a household, we greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and 

remember our siblings scattered across Albuquerque and throughout the world. 

Offering 

We are invited to give joyfully our tithes and offerings to join in God’s unceasing mission through the 

Church. We may place our offerings in the basket in the aisle. We may also send gifts directly to 

St. Luke via mail or contribute via our online giving resources on our church website 

http://stlukeabq.org/. 

Our St. Luke “bucket of change” offerings for November will go to 

Meals on Wheels of Albuquerque 

which serves approximately 500 clients, delivering over 140 nutritious meals a year and providing 

crucial social contact each day. They provide friendship & compassion and check on the well-being of 

those they serve. They are the only source of home-delivered meals for special diets including 

diabetes, renal failure, heart issues, chewing and swallowing problems, etc. 

Offering Hymn ELW 253 He Came Down 
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Offering Prayer  

Let us pray. 

Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. Receive these 

simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your mercy and love for all in 

need of your healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

The Preface    

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 

praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people 

with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when 

he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Sanctus  - Tune – “Bring a Torch Jeanette Isabella”  

Words of Institution 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave 

it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the 

new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
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The Lord's Prayer 

Let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and forever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has come to save you. Amen. 

The Distribution of Communion 

 For those at home or who prefer to commune while sitting in the pew - 

Please take the bread and wine, (or open the communion packet) This is: 

 The body of Christ, given for you; 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 In person – You are invited to move up the center aisle, take bread 

(gluten-free is also available and marked) and wine (red) or grape juice 

(white) from the aisle table, then move forward to front of the church where the pastor or 

worship assistant will bless the elements and you will eat/drink them. Please return by the side 

aisle. 
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Lamb of God -  Tune: “Still, Still, Still”  

 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Let us pray.  

Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in the body  

and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and 

strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus 

Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 

Blessing (Benediction) 

- response after the prayer: Amen. 
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Sending Hymn  ELW 264 Prepare the Royal Highway 

   v 1,3,4

  

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God. 

Postlude  
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Participating in Today’s Worship 

Pastor Christa von Zychlin and Pastor Wayne Nieminen 

Pianist: Danielle Cordova 

Vocalist: Holly Trujillo 

Readers: Trujillo Family 

Advent Wreath Lighting: Trujillo Family 

Video Engineer: Pamela Franco 

Sound: Ray Prudhomme 

Ushers: Shirley Smith, Diane Quarles 

 

Saturday Nursery Care: Precious Goodhart 

 

**************** 

Sacristy Care for holy communion for this weekend’s services 

Judy Moore, Shirley Smith 

 

 

 

Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, 

copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ 

in the United States of America. Used by permission. 

All rights reserved worldwide. 
All hymns and service music be reprinted and streamed by permission. OneLicense.net #A-706048; 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26484; CCLI #11505397; St James Music Press 14974. 
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