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“The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, and
saying, ‘If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!’”
Luke 23: 36-37
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WELCOME! ¡BIENVENIDOS!
WELCOME: We are so glad to gather together for worship of our Lord Jesus Christ. If you are
visiting or looking for a church home, we invite you to sign the Guest Book, and/or our
goldenrod sheet, and give us the opportunity to welcome you or answer any questions you
may have. This is Christ’s Church. There is a place for you here.
CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY (taken from a blog post called: Fun Facts to
Know and Tell about Christ the King Sunday) by Melissa Hayes, Director of
Liturgy, All Saints Church, Pasadena
When we first started exploring this history of the feast of ‘Christ the King’
Sunday, I assumed it had been in our lectionary since the publication of the King
James Bible (1611) – or at least the composition of Handel’s Messiah (1741). I
decided to research its history … I thought the first link (Wikipedia) was a joke –
or at least a mistake: it claimed the feast day was established in 1925! Other
links confirmed that:
Pope Pius XI instituted the Feast of Christ the King in 1925 to remind Christians that their allegiance was to
their spiritual ruler in heaven as opposed to earthly supremacy, which was claimed by Benito Mussolini..…
The Anglican Church, Lutherans, Presbyterians and Methodists joined in adding this Feast Day to their
lectionary. …. To 21st century ears the language of “Christ the King’ Sunday can sound like a heavy-handed,
hierarchical hold-over from our patriarch dominated past – and yet it makes perfect sense when you
realize it was a response to the growing fascist movement in Europe.
Our group discussed Jesus standing against the empire and what that leadership looks like. We admitted
our human response to persons of great spiritual authenticity is to venerate them – even if titles and
hierarchies are not important to them. Our findings led us to conclude that Jesus “kingship” does not
involve domination or triumphalism — but the radical, all-powerful compassion and love of Jesus seeking
justice for all. So here’s the Collect of the Day we pray at All Saints on Christ the King Sunday:
Most Gracious God, who in Jesus of Nazareth showed us an alternative to the kings, queens and emperors of
history, help us to revere and emulate Jesus’ leadership: To love, and to seek justice for all people. Help us to
recognize the true grandeur and life-changing power based in loving you and all of our neighbors. In Christ
Jesus with you and the Holy Spirit, may we co-create a world ruled not through domination, but in that radical
and all-powerful compassion and love. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION: At St. Luke, all Christians who desire to receive Christ in, with and under
the bread and wine of Holy Communion are warmly invited to do so, regardless of your age or
church background. If you or your children are not yet baptized into the Christian faith, please
contact the pastors who would love to help you receive this sacrament of grace and belonging.
As Lutheran Christians, we trust and teach what Martin Luther wrote in his Small Catechism:
“These [Biblical] words, (given for you) and (shed for you for the forgiveness of sins) when
accompanied by the physical eating and drinking, are the essential thing in the sacrament, and
whoever believes these very words has what they declare and state, namely, ‘forgiveness of
sins.’”
COVID Guidelines: Wearing of masks is optional, respecting one another’s choice to wear mask or not.
Masks are available in the narthex. We still encourage social distancing between worshippers that are not
of the same household. OUR BABIES AND YOUNG CHILDREN – Please, let’s continue to keep a “Baby
Safe” zone of distance from our littlest worshippers.
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Prelude
WELCOME ! ¡BIENVENIDOS! AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING
Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father, and of the Son ☩ and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
To you, O God,
all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, confessing our sins. Forgive us in
your mercy, and remember us in your love. Show us your ways; teach us your paths; and lead us in
justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth, and through the death and resurrection
of ☩ Jesus Christ, God forgives you all your sins. The God of mercy and might strengthen you in all
goodness and keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all.
And also with you.
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Canticle of Praise

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We worship you, we
glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, and make this
world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
4

Word
First Reading

Jeremiah 23:1-6

1

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the LORD. 2Therefore
thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you
who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I
will attend to you for your evil doings, says the LORD. 3Then I myself will gather the remnant of my
flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they
shall be fruitful and multiply. 4I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they
shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD.
5
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and
he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6In his
days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called:
“The LORD is our righteousness.”
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm Reading

Psalm 46

God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
2
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
3
though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
4
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
5
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
God shall help it at the break of day.
6
The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth melts away.
7
The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
8
Come now, regard the works of the LORD,
what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
9
behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
10
“Be still, then, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”
11
The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
1

All God’s Children Message
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A Backwards Kind of King

Pastor Christa

Gospel Acclamation
(Please stand)

Holy Gospel

Luke 23:33-43

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the twenty-third chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
33
When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals,
one on his right and one on his left. 34⟦Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know
what they are doing.”⟧ And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35And the people stood by, watching;
but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of
God, his chosen one!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 37and
saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also an inscription over him, “This
is the King of the Jews.”
39
One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the
Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you
are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we
are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42Then he said,
“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you
will be with me in Paradise.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
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A Subversive Kind of King

Pastor Christa

Hymn of the Day ELW 260

The King Shall Come

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared world.
- response after each petition: Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.
- response after the final petition: Amen.
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Dedication of the St. Luke Mission Statement Display:
(Ministry Team involved in the mission statement display include Cheryl Folkes; Lorna Hansen;
Gil Quintana; Terry Shirrod; Nancy Tarman); Explanation of the picture: The tree is reflective of
Psalm 1: “Happy are those… whose delight
is in the word of the LORD, they are like
trees planted by streams of water….” The
hands in the corners are actual hands of St.
Luke Church and Preschool members, and
represent all ages, races, cultures, and
genders reaching out in loving service to
God’s world.
Let us pray: Blessed are you, O Lord our
God, king of the universe. You have
enriched our lives with every good and
perfect gift; you have commanded us to
show your splendor to our children and to
praise you with lives of love, justice, and joy. Accept this St. Luke Mission Statement Display which
we offer in thanksgiving; may this be an ongoing sign of your call to loving service.
Bring us all at length to your perfect kingdom, where you live and reign with the Son and the Holy
Spirit, now and forever. AMEN.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
We greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and remember our siblings scattered across
Albuquerque and throughout the world.

Offering
We are invited to give joyfully our tithes and offerings to join in God’s unceasing mission through the
Church. We may place our offerings in the basket in the aisle. We may also send gifts directly to
St. Luke via mail or contribute via our online giving resources on our church website
http://stlukeabq.org/.
Our St. Luke “bucket of change” offerings for November will go to
Meals on Wheels of Albuquerque
which serves approximately 500 clients, delivering over 140 nutritious meals a year and providing
crucial social contact each day. They provide friendship & compassion and check on the well-being of
those they serve. They are the only source of home-delivered meals for special diets including diabetes,
renal failure, heart issues, chewing and swallowing problems, etc.
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Offertory Hymn ELW 879

For the Beauty of the Earth (v. 1 and 3)
Dix

Offering Prayer
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, Maker of all things. As you have entrusted us with all that you have created, now
gather our gifts, nourish us with this sacrament, and send us to those who hunger and thirst, for the
sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Preface
It is our duty and delight that we should everywhere and always offer thanks and praise to you, O
God, through Jesus Christ who calls us to follow his way in humble service and love, and so with the
church on earth, all creation and the host of heaven we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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Sanctus

Words of Institution
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave
it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
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The Lord's Prayer
Let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Christ spreads a table before you. Gather here with all the saints.

The Distribution of Communion
 For those at home or who prefer to commune while sitting in the pew Please take the bread and wine, (or open the communion packet) This is:

The body of Christ, given for you;
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
 In person – You are invited to move up the center aisle, take bread
(gluten-free is also available and marked) and wine (red) or grape juice
(white) from the aisle table, then move forward to front of the church where the pastor or
worship assistant will bless the elements and you will eat/drink them. Please return by the side
aisle.
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Lamb of God

Prayer after Communion
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, most gracious God, that you have fed us with the bread of heaven and given us
a foretaste of Paradise. Enliven us to be your body in the world and to serve those who are in need;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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SENDING
Blessing (Benediction)
-

response after the prayer: Amen.

Sending Hymn ELW 875
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Praise, Praise, Praise the Lord!

Dismissal
Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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Participating in Today’s Worship
Pastor Christa von Zychlin and Pastor Wayne Nieminen
Pianist: Pastor Wayne Nieminen
Soloist: Sally Quintana
Sound: Ray Prudhomme
Video Engineer: Greg Anderson
Ushers: Shirley Smith, Jean & Chris Hollowwa
Nursery Care: Precious Goodhart
Nursery Volunteer: __________
************
Sacristy Care for holy communion for this weekend’s services
Dorthe Carr

NOTES on today’s cover art: Artist: Pittman, Lauren Wright, 2018. “Jesus offers the crowd (us) a layered and complicated
choice, one that is as complex as his own dualistic nature. The first option is self-denial, a heavy burden, and a lost—but saved—life. The
second is gaining the whole world, but forfeiting life. It’s easy for a seasoned Christian to take this choice for granted. This choice that
Jesus calls us into may even seem like a no brainer, but in this moment, Jesus teaches of the terrors that will befall him and invites the
crowd to face knowingly that path alongside him. If we’re honest, it is extremely difficult to reject the tempting power and wealth this
world has to offer and allow our life to take the shape of good news for all.
The choice isn’t an obvious one. One side looks like an opulent pile of riches, a crown, and endless power, while the other looks like
tattered and worn hands with new life blooming out of wounds, work, burdens and relationships. This choice may seem like a distant
decision made long ago, but it’s a decision to be made every single day, one moment at a time. In working for and with the downtrodden,
poor, orphaned, widowed, ostracized, and oppressed, we will find ourselves."
Lauren is an artist, graphic designer, and theologian. She studied Media Design at Middle Tennessee State University, worked as a wetlands
advocate in Southern Louisiana, and attended Columbia Theological Seminary to piece together her passions for artistic expression, design,
and Creation Care.
While in seminary, Lauren found a passion for seeking after God and processing scripture through visual exploration. The visual arts offered
her a holy space to ask questions, take risks, and make bold statements. Her paint brush, acrylic paints, sharpies, and colored pencils
became mediums for liberation, helping set her voice free. Once she began this journey in visual self expression, she became determined to
create spaces where others could find this freedom and find their own voice, whether it be in the act of creating, in liturgical arts, or in
visual meditative practices like Visio Divina.
While at Columbia, she also realized her background in graphic design was a great asset in ministry. In the midst of the Church's struggle for
relevancy in a rapidly changing world, she saw the need for faith communities, ministries and non-profits to share their story and mission
more effectively and fully through visual means.
She is Founding Creative Partner & Branding Director for A Sanctified Art LLC, a collaborative arts ministry providing multimedia resources
for worshiping communities. She also helps faith communities and non-profits share their vibrant stories through branding & design services.
[from: http://www.lewpstudio.com/about ]
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Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible,
copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the United States of America. Used by permission.
All rights reserved worldwide.
All hymns and service music be reprinted and streamed by permission. OneLicense.net #A-706048;
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26484; CCLI #11505397; St James Music Press 14974.

St. Luke Lutheran Church
9100 Menaul Boulevard NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112-2233
Phone: (505) 299-2621 ☩ Fax: (505) 271-2831
Pastor Christa von Zychlin, D.Min. and Pastor Wayne Nieminen, Ph.D.
pastorchristaabq@gmail.com
pastorwayneabq@gmail.com
Danielle Cordova, Coordinator of Music Ministries ☩ Nancy Granert, Organist
Pamela Franco, Media Ministry Assistant
Precious Goodhart, Nursery Care (Saturday) ☩ Taylor Hollowwa, Nursery Care (Sunday)
Michelle Barba, Bookkeeper ☩ Angie Miller, Church Office Manager
www.stlukeabq.org ☩ stluke@thuntek.net
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