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WELCOME! ¡BIENVENIDOS! 

 

WELCOME: We are so glad to gather together for worship of our Lord Jesus Christ. If you are 

visiting or looking for a church home, we invite you to sign the Guest Book, and/or our 

goldenrod sheet, and give us the opportunity to welcome you or answer any questions you 

may have. This is Christ’s Church. There is a place for you here. 

 

As on the first day of creation, on this Christmas Day the Word 

illumines the world, shining forth to bring all things into being. 

Today we celebrate the incarnate Word, God becoming flesh to 

live among us in the person of Jesus Christ then and now. 

Emboldened by the good news of Christ’s birth, along with the 

shepherds, Mary and Joseph, and all witnesses to the light of 

Christ, we declare to the world that we have indeed seen and 

been transformed by the arrival of “the salvation of our God.” O 

come, let us adore! 
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Prelude  Prelude on Vom Himmel hoch, da komm ich her

 Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706)

  

 

Welcome and Announcements  

 

GATHERING 

 

Invocation 

Gracious, generous God: 

On this day we celebrate the coming of Jesus Christ, Your Son, Your Self in human form. 

We celebrate the Son of God. 

We are transfixed by the story of Jesus. 

We looked for a warrior; 

     You sent a baby. 

We looked for royalty; 

     You were born to peasants. 

We looked for power 

     You showed us meekness. 

We looked among rulers and politicians; 

     You were found among cattle and shepherds. 

We looked for military victory; 

     You gave us resurrection. 

We looked for riches; 

     You gave us selflessness.  

We looked for a king; 

     You gave us a servant. 

  



4 

Carol:  ELW 282   It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 

 v 1-2 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. 

And also with you.  

 

Christmas Glory to God -  Tune: Angels We Have Heard on High 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray together  

All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has brightened weary hearts 

with peace. Call us out of darkness, and empower us to proclaim the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

WORD 

First Lesson  Isaiah 62: 6-12  

 6Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, 

  I have posted sentinels; 

 all day and all night 

  they shall never be silent. 

 You who remind the Lord, 

  take no rest, 

 7and give him no rest 

  until he establishes Jerusalem 

  and makes it renowned throughout the earth. 

 8The Lord has sworn by his right hand 

  and by his mighty arm: 

 I will not again give your grain 

  to be food for your enemies, 

 and foreigners shall not drink the wine 

  for which you have labored; 

 9but those who garner it shall eat it 

  and praise the Lord, 

 and those who gather it shall drink it in my holy courts. 
 

 10Go through, go through the gates, 

  prepare the way for the people; 

 build up, build up the highway, 

  clear it of stones, 

  lift up an ensign over the peoples. 

 11The Lord has proclaimed 

  to the end of the earth: 

 Say to daughter Zion, 

  “See, your salvation comes; 

 his reward is with him, 

  and his recompense before him.” 

 12They shall be called, “The Holy People, 

  The Redeemed of the Lord“; 

 and you shall be called, “Sought Out, 

  A City Not Forsaken.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God 
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Carol ELW 269   Once in Royal David’s City 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm Psalm 97 
 1The Lord reigns; let the earth rejoice; 

  let the multitude of the isles be glad. 

 2Clouds and darkness surround the Lord, 

  righteousness and justice are the foundations of God’s throne. 

 3Fire goes before the Lord, 

  burning up enemies on every side. 

 4Lightnings light up the world; the earth sees and trembles. 

 5The mountains melt like wax 

  before the Lord of all the earth. 

 6The heavens declare your righteousness, O Lord, 

  and all the peoples see your glory.  

 7Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in false gods! 

  Bow down before the Lord, all you gods. 

 8Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, 

  because of your judgments, O Lord. 

 9For you are the Lord, most high over all the earth; 

  you are exalted far above all gods. 

 10You who love the Lord, hate evil! 

  God guards the lives of the saints and rescues them from the hand of the wicked.  

 11Light dawns for the righteous, 

  and joy for the honest of heart. 

 12Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous,  

  and give thanks to God’s holy name.  
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All God’s Children Message Pastor Christa 
 

Gospel Acclamation   ELW 300 The First Noel, v 1 

Gospel Reading John 1: 1-14 

The Holy Gospel according to John, the first chapter 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the 

beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 

into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The 

light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the 

light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the 

light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

 10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 

him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received 

him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of 

blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

 14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 

father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon The Road to Joy Pastor Christa 
 

Hymn of the Day ELW 288 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

 

Profession of Faith 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 

dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Prayers of the People 

With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray for the church, the life of 

the earth, and the whole human family. 

- response after each petition: God, of grace, hear our prayer. 

- response after the final petition: Amen. 
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Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

Offering 

We are invited to give joyfully our tithes and offerings to join in God’s unceasing mission through the 

Church. We may place our offerings in the basket in the aisle. We may also send gifts directly to 

St. Luke via mail or contribute via our online giving resources on our church website 

http://stlukeabq.org/. 

Our St. Luke “bucket of change” offerings for December will go to 

Camino de Vida, a mission church in the Albuquerque south valley 

which has a Hispanic/Latino ministry. It was created by the partnership of the Rocky Mountain ELCA 

and the Presbyterian Church PCUSA to help support and nurture this community of faith through faith 

and actions. Camino de Vida youth joined St. Luke youth in attending the 2020 and 2021 Rainbow 

Trail Vacation Bible Day Camps.  A new gardening program is beginning that will provide the 

community with fresh produce. 

Offertory O Holy Night 

Adolphe Adam (1847-1856) 

Danielle Cordova, soprano 

 

O holy night! 

the stars are brightly shining, 

It is the night of the dear 

Saviour’s birth; 

Long lay the world  

in sin and error pining, 

Till He appear’d, 

and the soul felt its worth. 

A thrill of hope 

the wearly world rejoices, 

For yonder breaks 

a new and glorious morn. 

Fall on your knees! 

Oh, hear the angel voices! 

O night divine!  

O night, when Christ was 

born, 

O night, O night divine. 

 

 

Led by the light 

of Faith serenely beaming, 

With glowing hearts 

by His cradle we stand; 

So, led by light 

of a star sweetly gleaming, 

Here came the wise men  

from the Orient land. 

The King of Kings 

law thus in lowly manger, 

In all our trials 

born to be our friend; 

He knows our need, 

to our weakness no stranger; 

Behold your King, 

before the lowly bend. 

Behold your King! 

your king! before Him bend. 

 

 

Truly He taught us  

to love one another, 

His law is love  

and His Gospel is Peace. 

Chains shall He break 

for the slave is our brother, 

And in His name 

all oppression shall cease, 

Sweet hymns of joy  

in grateful chorus raise we, 

Let all within us 

praise His Holy name. 

Christ is the Lord, 

then ever, ever praise we, 

His pow’r and glory 

evermore proclaim. 

His pow’r and glory  

evermore proclaim. 

 

 



Offering Prayer  

Let us pray. 

Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. Receive these 

simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your mercy and love for all in 

need of your healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, mighty Creator, everliving God. 

We give you thanks and praise for your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who for love of our fallen race humbled himself, 

was born of the Virgin Mary by the power of your Spirit, 

and lived as one of us. 

In this mystery of the Word made flesh 

you have caused his light to shine in our hearts, 

to give knowledge of your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 

In him we see our God made visible 

and so are caught up in the love of the God we cannot see. 

Therefore with all the angels of heaven 

we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 

and sing our joyful hymn of praise:  

 

Sanctus  - Tune – “Bring a Torch Jeanette Isabella”  

 



11 

Words of Institution 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave 

it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the 

new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

The Lord's Prayer 

Let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and forever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has come to save you. Amen. 

The Distribution of Communion - 

You are invited to move up the center aisle, take bread (gluten-free is 

also available and marked) and wine (red) or grape juice (white) from the 

aisle table, then move forward to front of the church where the pastor or 

worship assistant will bless the elements and you will eat/drink them. 

Please return by the side aisle. 

The body of Christ, given for you; 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Lamb of God -  Tune: “Still, Still, Still”  
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Special Music “Away in a Manger” 

arr. Darrell Day 

Brenda Gronewald & Danielle Cordova, handbells 

Prayer after Communion 

Let us pray.  

Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in the body  

and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and 

strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus 

Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 

Blessing (Benediction) 

- response after the prayer: Amen. 
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Sending Hymn  TFF 53 The Virgin Mary Had  a Baby Boy 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God. 

Postlude  Fugue on Vom Himmel hoch, da komm ich her

 Johann Pachelbel 
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Participating in Today’s Worship 

Pastor Christa von Zychlin and Pastor Wayne Nieminen 

Organist: Nancy Granert  

Vocalist: Danielle Cordova 

Bells: Brenda Gronewold and Danielle Cordova 

Reader: Karen Carlson 

Sound:  Ken & Mary Sorenson 

Ushers: Shirley Smith, Marina Mauney 

 

Saturday Nursery Care: Precious Goodhart 

 

**************** 

Sacristy Care for holy communion for the weekend: Deanna Vendel, Shirley Smith 
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POINSETTIAS ARE OFFERED TO THE GLORY OF GODPOINSETTIAS ARE OFFERED TO THE GLORY OF GODPOINSETTIAS ARE OFFERED TO THE GLORY OF GODPOINSETTIAS ARE OFFERED TO THE GLORY OF GOD 

Jerry & Judy Aaker 
 

Betty Ann Arner 
In honor of and in thanksgiving to God for her children Michael and Becky 

 

Joann Brawley 
 

Karen Carlson 
In memory of family who are in heaven 

 

Frank & Jonny Cronican 
 

Lori Erven 
In honor and in thanksgiving to God for my daughters Chelsea and Cierra and grandson Beau 

 

Ginny Fisher 
In memory of daughter Anne 

 

Megan Kalm 
In loving memory of Marcus Mares 

 

Gerald Knorovsky & Margery Zinser-Knorovsky 
In memory of our parents and in honor of our children,  

son-in-law, daughter-in-law and grandchildren 
 

Denny & Nancy Krenz 
In memory of their parents 

 

Don & Pat Lange 
 

Pam Mares & Carrie Haugen 
In memory of William & Hazel Haugen, Paula Gordon and Marcus Mares 

 

Marina Mauney 
In memory of Herman 

 

Joyce Mills 
In thanksgiving to God for my grandchildren 

 

Daleen Olson 
In loving memory of Jane & Dale Sly; Leland & Zelma Wilder;  

William & Reta Sly; and Bruce MacDonald 
 

Sandy & Rick Parker 
 

Gil & Sally Quintana 
In loving memory of Jim & Liz, John, Joyle and Curt 

 

Terry & Barb Shirrod 
In thanksgiving to God for our grandchildren 

 

Pastor Christa von Zychlin & Pastor Wayne L. Nieminen 
In thanksgiving for St. Luke staff 
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