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14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 

father's only son, full of grace and truth. – John 1:14 
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Prelude    What Child Is This?

 David Lanz (b. 1950) 

Welcome and Announcements 

Festival of Lessons and Music 
adapted from The Book of Occasional Services 1994 and Oxford 100 Carols for Singers 

A Bidding Prayer 

Dear People of God: In this Christmas Season, let it be our duty and delight to hear once more the 

message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a manger. 

Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the time of our 

rebellion against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy Child Jesus, and let us 

make all gathered today and all of the world glad with our carols of praise. 

But first, let us pray for the needs of His whole world, for peace and justice on earth, for the unity and 

mission of the church for which he died. 

And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in His name the poor and helpless, the cold, 

the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and unloved, the aged and 

little children, as well as all those who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ.  

We ask you Lord to especially remember those names we hold in our hearts and bring to you now. 

(You are invited to say aloud the names of those who need extra prayers.) 

Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole multitude which no 

one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in Jesus, we are one for 

evermore. 

 

And now, to sum up all these petitions, let us pray in the words which Christ himself has taught us, 

saying: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and to the 

fellowship of the citizens above, may the King of Angels bring us all. 

Amen. 
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Opening Carol ELW 269  Once in Royal David’s City 
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First Lesson   Genesis 3:1-19 

Adam and Eve rebel against God and are cast out of the Garden of Eden 

 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Carol ELW 272 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 
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Second Lesson   Isaiah 40:1-11 

God comforts his people and calls on them to prepare for redemption 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Carol ELW 256  Comfort, Comfort Now My People 
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Third Lesson  Luke 1:26-38 

The Angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary that she will bear the Son of the Most High 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Carol ELW 265  The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 
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Fourth Lesson  Luke 1:39-56 

The Virgin Mary is greeted by Elizabeth and proclaims her Joy 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Carol ELW 276  Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 
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Fifth Lesson  Luke 1:57-80 

John the Baptist is born and his father rejoices that his son will prepare the way of the Lord 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Carol ELW 278  Away in a Manger (CRADLE SONG) 
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Sixth Lesson  Luke 2:1-20 

Jesus is born at Bethlehem and is worshiped by angels and shepherds 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Special Music A Celtic Silent Night 

Music by Franz Gruber, Setting by Joel Raney 

  Liz Bentz, soprano 

 

Silent night, holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 

round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace, 

sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight; 

glories stream from heaven afar, 

heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 

Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love's pure light 

radiant beams from your holy face, 

with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at your birth, 

Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seventh Lesson  Matthew 2:1-11 

The wise men follow a star to find the child Jesus, the King of the Jews 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Offering 

We are invited to give joyfully our tithes and offerings to join in God’s unceasing mission through the 

Church. We may place our offerings in the basket in the aisle. We may also send gifts directly to 

St. Luke via mail or contribute via our online giving resources on our church website. 

http://stlukeabq.org/. 

 

Our St. Luke “Bucket of Change” offerings for January will go to 

The Storehouse feeds approximately 45,000 people a year, and 97₵ of each dollar donated goes 

directly to providing food.  Of the people receiving food from The Storehouse, 54% are working 

adults, 25% are seniors, and 21% are children.  Each dollar donated provides 5 meals.  In addition to 

providing food for the food insecure, Storehouse also partners with other organizations to provide 

wraparound services including helping disabled adults and seniors connect with government benefit 

programs and offering assistance with paying water/solid waste utility bills.   
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Offering Carol  We Three Kings 
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Eighth Lesson  Hebrews 1:1-12 

In the fullness of time, God sent his Son whose reign is for ever and ever 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Special Music Oratorio de Noël 

 III. Exspectans expectavi 

Camille Saint-Saëns 

  Sally Trigg, soprano 

Patiently, patiently have I waited for the Lord. 

And lo! he heard my cry. 

(Original language: Latin.  

Translator: unknown.) 
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Final Lesson  John 1:1-18 

The Word was made flesh and we have seen his glory 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Carol ELW 270  Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing 
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SENDING 

Blessing 

May he, who by his incarnation gathered into one all things earthly and heavenly, bestow upon you 

the fullness of inward peace and goodwill; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and 

the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always.  

Amen. 

Sending Carol ELW 267 Joy to the World 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude Joy to the World! 

 Jim Brickman (b. 1961)  
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History of Lessons and Carols:  In 1880 E. W. Benson, the Bishop of Truro, drew up a Festival of Nine 

Lessons and Carols, based on ancient sources, for use on Christmas Eve in the wooden shed which 

served as his cathedral.  In 1918 this was adapted for use in the chapel of King’s College, Cambridge 

by its Dean, Eric Milner-White, who also wrote the Bidding Prayer [of which we are using a 

contemporary version] … The Blessing after the Lord’s Prayer, added by Milner-White, was first 

included in its present form in 1930. -Oxford 100 Carols for Singers 

 

 

 
Allen, William Herbert, 1863-1943. Choir Boys Singing, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, 

TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56036 [retrieved December 15, 2022]. Original source: 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Allen_Choir_boys_singing.jpg. 
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+++++ 

 

Participating in Today’s Worship 

Lesson Readers: Aaker Family, Karen Carlson, Trujillo Family 

Music Coordinator: Danielle Cordova 

Organist: Nancy Granert 

Soloists: Liz Bentz, Sally Trigg 

Sound: Debbie Werner 

Video Engineer: Pamela Franco 

Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 

All rights reserved worldwide. 
All hymns and service music are reprinted and streamed by permission. OneLicense.net #A-706048; 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26484; CCLI #11505397; St James Music Press 14974. 
St. Luke Lutheran Church 

9100 Menaul Boulevard NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112-2233 

Phone: (505) 299-2621 ☩ Fax: (505) 271-2831 

Pastor Christa von Zychlin and Pastor Wayne Nieminen, Pastors 

pastorchristaabq@gmail.com   pastorwayneabq@gmail.com 

Danielle Cordova, Coordinator of Music Ministries ☩ Nancy Granert, Organist 

Pamela Franco, Media Ministry Assistant 

Precious Goodhart Nursery Care (Saturday) ☩ Taylor Hollowwa, Nursery Care (Sunday) 

Michelle Barba, Bookkeeper ☩ Angie Miller, Church Office Manager 

www.stlukeabq.org ☩ stluke@thuntek.net 

 


