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“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 

 for they will be filled.” – Jesus    (Matthew 5:6) 
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WELCOME! ¡BIENVENIDOS! 

WELCOME: We are so glad to gather together for worship of our Lord Jesus Christ. If you are 

visiting or looking for a church home, we invite you to sign the Guest Book, and/or our 

goldenrod sheet, and give us the opportunity to welcome you. If you are in need of assistance 

or have questions of any kind, please speak with an usher or contact one of our pastors. This is 

Christ’s Church. There is a place for you here. 

The Season of Epiphany  (“manifestation”) ends the Christmas 

season with a celebration of God’s glory revealed in the person of 

Jesus Christ. In the texts of Epiphany the glory is proclaimed for all 

nations and people. Like the light of the star that guided the magi 

to Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who we are: children of God 

who are claimed and washed in the waters of baptism. We are 

sent out to be beacons of the light of Christ, sharing the good 

news of God’s love to all people. 

HOLY COMMUNION: As Lutheran Christians we bear witness to 

what Martin Luther wrote in his Small Catechism:  “These [Biblical] words, (given for you) and 

(shed for you for the forgiveness of sins) when accompanied by the physical eating and 

drinking, are the essential thing in the sacrament, and whoever believes these very words has 

what they declare and state, namely, ‘forgiveness of sins.’” 

By hearing these words of our Lord Jesus Christ spoken, and by physically receiving ordinary 

bread and ordinary wine (or grape juice), we believe Jesus Christ again humbles himself to 

become fully present in his real body and blood, given to each of us, and all of us together. 

At St. Luke, all Christians who desire to receive Christ in, with and under the bread and wine of 

Holy Communion are welcome to do so, regardless of your age or denomination. If you or your 

children are not yet baptized into the Christian faith, please contact the pastors who would 

love to help you receive this sacrament of grace and belonging.
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Prelude   

Welcome and Announcements 

Confession and Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   Amen 

 

When we gather to praise God,  

we remember that we are people 

who have preferred our wills to God’s.  

Accepting his power to become new persons in Christ,  

let us confess our sin before God and one another.  

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Most merciful God, 

You made us in your image,  

with a mind to know you,  

a heart to love you,  

and a will to serve you.   

But our knowledge is imperfect,  

our love inconstant,  

our obedience incomplete. 

Day by day, we fail to grow in your likeness.  

In your tender love, forgive us 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen  

 

While it is true that we have sinned,  

It is a greater truth that we are forgiven 

through God’s love in Jesus Christ.   

To all who humbly seek the mercy of God I say,  

in Jesus Christ your sin is forgiven.   

Thanks be to God.   

 

Amen. 

 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. 

And also with you. 
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Kyrie  
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Glory to God 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the pure in 

heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that in our 

words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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WORD 

First Reading Micah 6:1-8 

 1Hear what the LORD says: 

  Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 

  and let the hills hear your voice. 

 2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, 

  and you enduring foundations of the earth; 

 for the LORD has a controversy with his people, 

  and he will contend with Israel. 

 3“O my people, what have I done to you? 

  In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 

 4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 

  and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 

 and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 

 5O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 

  what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 

 and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 

  that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 

 6“With what shall I come before the LORD, 

  and bow myself before God on high? 

 Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 

 7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 

  with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 

 Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 

  the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 

 8He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 

  and what does the LORD require of you 

 but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

  and to walk humbly with your God? 

Psalm Psalm 15 

 1LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? 

  Who may abide upon your holy hill? 

 2Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, 

  who speak the truth from their heart;  

 3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; 

  they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor. 

 4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the LORD. 

  They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word. 

 5They do not give their money in hope of gain,  

nor do they take bribes against the innocent. 

  Those who do these things shall never be overthrown. 
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All God’s Children Message Pastor Christa 

 

Gospel Acclamation  (please stand) Alleluia 

Gospel Matthew 5:1-12   

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to 

him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 

 11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 

falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way 

they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 



8 

Sermon An Empty Bowl Pastor Christa  

 

Hymn of the Day Blessed and Beloved 
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Profession of Faith 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 

dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

Prayers of the People 

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

- response after each petition: Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

- response after the final petition: Amen. 

Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

Offering 

We are invited to give joyfully our tithes and offerings to join in God’s unceasing mission through the 

Church. We may place our offerings in the basket in the aisle. We may also send gifts directly to St. 

Luke via mail or contribute via our online giving resources on our church website 

http://stlukeabq.org/. 

 

Our St. Luke “Bucket of Change” offerings for January will go to THE STOREHOUSE 

The Storehouse feeds approximately 45,000 people a year, and 97₵ of each dollar donated goes 

directly to providing food.  Of the people receiving food from The Storehouse, 54% are working 

adults, 25% are seniors, and 21% are children.  Each dollar donated provides 5 meals.  In addition to 

providing food for the food insecure, Storehouse also partners with other organizations to provide 

wraparound services including helping disabled adults and seniors connect with government benefit 

programs and offering assistance with paying water/solid waste utility bills.   
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Offering Hymn TFF275 God is So Good 

 

Offering Prayer  

Let us pray.  

Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. Receive these 

offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and shape us as people of your 

justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Eucharistic Prayer and Words of Institution 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 

praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he 

was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son, and 

in the miracle of the water turned to wine he revealed your glory.  And so, with all the choirs of 

angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 
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Sanctus   

 

Words of Institution 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave 

it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the 

new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory and we 

proclaim the mystery: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.   

Holy God, we long for you Spirit.  Come among us.  Bless this meal.  Make your Word take flesh in us.  

Awaken your people.  Fill us with your light.  Bring the gift of peace on earth.  Come Holy Spirit!  
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The Lord's Prayer 

Let us pray the prayer our Lord Jesus taught us, saying: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and forever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

Come and taste the joy of the Lord. Amen. 

The Distribution of Communion  

You are invited to move up the center aisle, take bread (gluten-free is also available 

and marked) and wine (red) or grape juice (white) from the aisle table, then move 

forward to front of the church where the pastor or worship assistant will bless the 

elements and you will eat/drink them. Please return by the side aisle.   

The body of Christ, given for you; 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Agnus Dei  
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Communion Blessing 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

SENDING 

Blessing 

- response after the prayer: Amen. 

Sending Hymn W&P 41 Give Thanks 
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Dismissal 

Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way. 

Thanks be to God. 

Postlude  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participating in Today’s Worship 

Pastor Christa von Zychlin and Pastor Wayne Nieminen 

Pianist: Danielle Cordova 

Vocalist: Greg Haschke 

Sound: Ray Prudhomme 

Video Engineer: Pamela Franco 

Ushers: Shirley Smith, Diane Quarles 
 

 

 

Sacristy Care for holy communion this weekend: DeAnn Eaton & Steve Azar 
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of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 

All rights reserved worldwide. 
All hymns and service music are reprinted and streamed by permission. OneLicense.net #A-706048; 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26484; CCLI #11505397; St James Music Press 14974. 
St. Luke Lutheran Church 
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