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THE FIFTH WEEKEND IN LENT ��������
 Can these bones live? 

 

 

UNBIND HIM 
by Hannah Garrity 

Inspired by John 11:1-45     Paper lace over oil Paint on linen 

 

As I met with this text, I was drawn to Jesus’ call for Lazarus to be unbound. To represent the fabrics 

used in preparation for burial, I wrapped a canvas in linen. You’re not really supposed to do that. The 

canvas was already stretched and gessoed. It was ready to resist the oil paint medium I was applying. 

However, the texture of the binding cloth matters for this tactile text. I began to scrape the paint onto 

the woven strands. The linen fabric absorbed the paint as I scraped it on with a palette knife. In the 

final image, the linen shows through the paint and the paper lace design, representing the bindings.  

 

Jesus’ call for unbinding also includes the community. The foreshortened hands of the community, 

tasked with unbinding his body, reach in toward Lazarus. They reach through the concentric binding 

lines so that he can go free. Can these bones live?  

 

In the strength of community, they can. The community made up of Jews, Gentiles, Samaritans, and 

others all joined one another at the tomb to grieve for Lazarus that day. They came to support Mary 

and Martha. Jesus arrives as the community mourns together. Jesus cries in his grief. Their collective 

tears create the backdrop for this paper lace design. This diverse and neighborly community is who 

Jesus calls on to do the unbinding. Jesus makes sure that the community knows about this miracle so 

that they can share the news. Can these bones live? Lazarus lives, and Jesus’ miracle lives on in the 

telling.  

 

—Hannah Garrity 
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 WELCOME! ¡BIENVENIDOS! ��������
We are so glad to gather together for worship of our Lord Jesus Christ. If you are 

visiting or looking for a church home, we invite you to sign the Guest Book, and/or our 

goldenrod sheet, and give us the opportunity to welcome you. If you are in need of assistance 

or have questions of any kind, please speak with an usher or contact one of our pastors. This is 

Christ’s Church. There is a place for you here. �������	 ���
�
 We are currently observing the liturgical season of Lent, which begins on 

Ash Wednesday and ends at sundown on Holy Thursday. Lent is a 40 

day season of repentence and renewal, as we turn to God in prayer, 

simplified living (fasting), and intensified awareness of Christ’s presence 

through the poor among us. 

This year, we are using the Lenten theme of ������� ������ ���������� �� ������ � ����� as we follow the scriptural stories of Jesus on his path 

of humilty and love, and prepare for the joyful celebration of Christ’s 

triumph over death at Easter.  ��� ����!�"���
 At St. Luke we believe what Martin Luther wrote in his Small Catechism:

“These [Biblical] words, (
��#�� ��� $��) and (

������� $����� ��������#����� �� ����) when 

accompanied by the physical eating and drinking, are the essential thing in the sacrament, and 

whoever believes these very words has what they declare and state, namely, %� ����#����� ������&'(
By hearing these words of our Lord Jesus Christ spoken, and by physically receiving ordinary 

bread and ordinary wine (or grape juice), we believe Jesus Christ humbles himself to become 

fully present in his real body and blood, given to each of us, and all of us together. 

At St. Luke, all Christians who desire to receive Christ in, with and under the bread and wine of 

Holy Communion are welcome to do so, regardless of your age or denomination. If you or your 

children are not yet baptized into the Christian faith, please contact the pastors who would 

love to help you receive this sacrament of grace and belonging.
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Prelude  

WELCOME ! ¡BIENVENIDOS! AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

GATHERING ��������
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. ��� ���	 
�� �	��
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 

you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  ��������������������
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Most merciful God, 
� �	����� ��� 
� ��� ������� �	 ��� ��� ����	� ���� 	����������� ��� ������ ������� �	� �� �	���� 
	��� ��� ������� 
�� 
� ��� �	�� ��� �� 
�� 
� ��� ���� ���	���
 �� ��� �	� �	��� �	� 
�� 	�� 
	�� ���� 
� ��� �	� �	��� 	�� �����	� �� 	���������!	� �� ��"� 	� �	�� #	�� $���� %����� ��� &���� 	� ���!	����� ��� ����
 ��� ��� ���� ����	 ��� 
� &�� ������ �� �	�� 
��� ��� 
��" �� �	�� 
�����	 �� ��	�� 	� �	�� 	�� ��&�� �&���

 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all 

our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit.  �&���
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Kyrie ACS  Setting 12 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

  

For your people here, who have come to give you praise and for the strength to live your word, let us 

pray to the Lord. 
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 Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. ��&���� �	�� �	�� #	� ��&� ���	 �� 
	��� �	 ���� �� ��� ��	& ��� ��� ����� ������ ��	� �� ���	
�� 	� �	�� #������ ��� 
� &�� �� ������ �	 ��
 ���� �� %���� ��� ����� �	� �� �����	������ ���	�� ����� ��	�� $���� %����� 	�� #���	� ��� �	��� 
	 ����� ��� ������ 
�� �	� ��� �� �	��#������ 	�� �	�� �	
 ��� �	������ �&���
WORD 
 

First Reading  Ezekiel 37:1-14 

1The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me 

down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there were very many 

lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, 

“O Lord GOD, you know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry 

bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter 

you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you 

with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 

 7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 

rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on them, 

and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9Then 

he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord 

GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10I 

prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their 

feet, a vast multitude. 

 11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are 

dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus 

says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; 

and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open 

your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you 

shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and 

will act, says the LORD.” 

The Word of the Lord. ���"� �� �	 �	��
 

Psalm Reading Psalm 130 

 1Out of the depths 

  I cry to you, O LORD; 

 2� ����� ��� &� �	���	
 

  
��� �	�� ���� �� ��������� �	 �� �	��� 	� &� ����������	��

 

 3If you were to keep watch over sins, 

  O LORD, who could stand? 

 4
�� 
�� �	� �� �	���������� 
  

�� 	���� ��� �	� &�� �� �������
 



7 

 5I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits; 

  in your word is my hope. 

 6�� �	�� 
���� �	� �� �	�� &	�� ��� �	�� 
	 "��� 
��� �	� �� &	������ 
  

&	�� ��� �	�� 
	 "��� 
��� �	� �� &	������
 

 7O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love; 

  with the LORD there is plenteous redemption. 

 8!	� �� ���� ���� �����& ������
 

  
��	& ��� ���� �����

  

All God’s Children Message A Time for Tears Pastor Christa 

Gospel Acclamation Hymn WOV 615 ������ �� �	�
���
(Please stand) 

Gospel John 11:1-45 

The Holy Gospel according to John, the eleventh chapter. ��	�� �	 �	�� � �	���
1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2Mary was 

the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus 

was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard 

it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may 

be glorified through it.” 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6after 

having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 

 7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The disciples said to him, 

“Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9Jesus answered, 

“Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they 

see the light of this world. 10But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” 
11After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken 

him.” 12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13Jesus, however, 

had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then 

Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may 

believe. But let us go to him.” 16Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us 

also go, that we may die with him.” 

 17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18Now Bethany 



8 

was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 

console them about their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met 

him, while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 

would not have died. 22But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23Jesus 

said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the 

resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who 

believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me will never 

die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of 

God, the one coming into the world.” 

 

 28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The 

Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 
30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 
31The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They 

followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32When Mary came 

where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my 

brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also 

weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, “Where have you laid him?” 

They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved 

him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this 

man from dying?” 

 

 38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against 

it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already 

there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if 

you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked 

upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I 

have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 
43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man came out, 

his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, 

“Unbind him, and let him go.” 

 

 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in 

him. 

The Gospel of the Lord. ������ �	 �	�� � %�����
 

Sermon Can the Dead Live Again? Pastor Christa  
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Hymn of the Day Can These Bones Live? 

 
��������� ���������	 
���� �	���� �� ��������   
A Sanctified Art LLC 

� ����� �� ��	�
� ��
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Profession of Faith  � ������� �� �	�� �� !���� ��&����� �����	� 	� ����� ��� ����� ������� �� $���� %����� �	��� 	��� #	�� 	�� �	��� 
	 
�� �	������� �� �� �	�� #������ �	�� 	� �������� ����� �������� ����� �	����� ������� 
�� ���������� ����� ��� 
�� ������ � ��������� �	 ������� �� �� ���� ��� � �	�� ����� � �������� ���	 ������ � �� ������ �� �� ���� ��� 	� ��!����� ��� � 
��� �	&� �	 ����� �� ������ ��� �� ������ ������� �� �� �	�� #������ �� 	�� ���	��� ����� �� �	&&���	� 	� ������� �� �	��������� 	������ �� ����������	� 	� �� �	��� ��� �� ���� ������������
Prayers of the People 

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 

- response after each petition: Merciful God, 
������� 	�� �������

 

- response after the final petition: 
�&���

 

Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
��� ���	 
�� �	��

 

We greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and 

remember our siblings scattered across Albuquerque and throughout the world. 

Offering 

We are invited to give joyfully our tithes and offerings to join in God’s unceasing mission through the 

Church. We may place our offerings in the basket in the aisle. We may also send gifts directly to 

St. Luke via mail or contribute via our online giving resources on our church website 

http://stlukeabq.org/. 

 

Our St. Luke “bucket of change” offerings for �����
will go to������	��
��� �����

Lutheran World Relief responds to natural disasters and conflict-driven emergencies that destroy the 

life and livelihood of people in Africa, Latin America, Asia, and the Middle East.  Lutheran World Relief 

carries out material aid distribution, relief and development programs overseas, working with a 

variety of local partners in any given country, including churches, faith-based agencies, and non-

governmental organizations.  
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Offering Hymn W&P 35 ������ ���� � ���������� � ���

 Words and Music by Mary Rice Hopkins 
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Offering Prayer  

Let us pray. �	� 	� �		� ������ ������� ���� ��� ��� 	�� 	�������� �� 
� ������� ��& �� ������� ������� �	� ����"� 	� �	�� �	����� ������� 	�� ����� �	 ������� �	� �� ��� &��� �� �	� �	�� 	�� �	�� ������������ ��	�� %���� $����� �� 
��������� 	� ������� ����� �&���
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. ��� ���	 
�� �	��
 

Lift up your hearts. �� ���� ��& �	 �� �	���
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. �� �� ���� �	 ���� 	�� ���"� ��� �������
The Preface 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 

praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to 

cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, 

we may come to fulness of your grace.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 

and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Sanctus W&P 62 
���	� ���	� ���	 � 
����� 
����� 
����

  

  

  

  



13 

Words of Institution 

Holy, mighty, merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great love you sent Jesus, your 

Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, 

on the cross, opened his arms to all.   

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave 

it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the 

new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory and we 

proclaim the mystery: 
%���� �� ����� %���� �� ������ %���� 
��� �	&� ������

 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly 

food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor 

and glory, now and forever.  
�&��

 

The Lord's Prayer 

Let us pray the prayer our Lord Jesus taught us, saying: ��� !���� �� ������ ���	
�� �� �	�� ��&���	�� "����	& �	&�� �	�� 
��� �� �	��� 	� ���� �� �� ���������� �� �	��� 	�� ����� ������!	����� �� 	�� ���� �� 
� �	����� �	�� 
	 ��� ������� ���#��� �� ��	& �� ��&� 	� ����� ��� ������� �� ��	& �����!	� �� "����	&� �� �	
��� ��� �� ��	�� ��� �	�����	
 ��� �	������ �&���
Invitation to Communion 

Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 
�&���

The Distribution of Communion  

You are invited to move up the center aisle, take bread (gluten-free is also 

available and marked) and wine (red) or grape juice (white) from the aisle 

table, then move forward to front of the church where the pastor or worship 

assistant will bless the elements and you will eat/drink them. Please return 

by the side aisle. 

The body of Christ, given for you; 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
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Lamb of God ���������� 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Let us pray. �&�	���� �	�� �� �	�� ������ 
� ��� ������ �� �		����� 	� $����� ��� �� ���� 	� 	�� �����	��� �	 �	�� ��	&���� �&�	
�� �� �	 ��� �� ����� 	� 	�� �����	�� ��� �	�� �� 
	��� 
���	�� �	��� �&���
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SENDING 

Blessing for Seekers (Benediction) 

As you leave this place, may God bless you with seeking. Seek out the hungry. Seek the weary. Seek 

out the hopeful. Seek the faithful. Seek the face and voice of Christ in each person you encounter. As 

you seek and as you wonder, may you be found by the One who seeks for you, who redeems you and 

blesses you, our loving God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
�&��

 Adapted from a liturgy by Rev. Sarah A. Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org. 

Sending Hymn ELW 333 Jesus is a Rock in a Weary Land 
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Dismissal 

Go in peace. Serve in love. ���"� �� �	 �	��
Postlude  

 

 

Participating in Today’s Worship 

Pastor Christa von Zychlin and Pastor Wayne Nieminen 

Pianist: Pastor Wayne Nieminen 

**Reader: Nancy Tarman 

Sound: Ray Prudhomme 

Video Engineer: Greg Haschke 

Ushers: Diane Quarles, Carrie Haugen 

Sacristy Care for the holy communion for this weekend:  Judy Moore, Shirley Smith 

 ����� ���� �	 
� ���� �
 �� ������	 �������� 	����� �� ������ 
� �
������������� ���
��
 ����� �
 ���� ���������
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