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THE FOURTH WEEKEND IN LENT ��������
 Who sinned? 

 

 

INSIGHT 
by Lisle Gwynn Garrity 

Inspired by John 9:8-41     Silk painting with digital drawing and collage 

 

In seven verses, the gospel writer tells us that a man born blind is given sight. But after that, the 

narrator devotes thirty-three verses to the details of disagreement that swell after the healing takes 

place. I used to find this second part of the story tedious and exhausting. In a world with constant 

conflict, I’m tired of listening to endless bickering.  

 

However, this second half of the story makes me realize that this encounter is hardly about physical 

healing or literal blindness. It’s about how harmful theology can prevent us from seeing people—truly 

seeing them. It’s about how our narrow imagination can harden into accusation and blame. It’s about 

how we can be threatened by new ideas or shifts in someone’s identity. It’s about how our doctrine 

can lead to exile. Ultimately, it’s a story about our resistance to change. Can this be a cautionary tale 

for us? 

 

In this image, hands expressing denial and exclusion press in on the man. In the background, I wrote a 

barrage of questions I imagine emerging from the crowd: Why did God heal you? What did you do to 

cause this? Who sinned? Alongside those questions, I wove in contemporary statements I’ve heard 

spoken in situations when we think a tidy rationale will comfort us: Everything happens for a reason. 

God only gives you as much as you can handle. Pray harder. 

 

I wonder what this story would look like had better questions been asked. What if his neighbors had 

instead asked the blind man, “How do you feel?” What if the man had asked the crowd, “What are 

you afraid of?” What if the Pharisees had asked one another, “What if it’s time to change?” 

 

Surrounded by remnants of narrow vision, the man has new insight. He looks beyond the words, 

beyond the crowd, beyond the accusations driving him out of town. Can we seek understanding 

without denigrating or objectifying humans in the process?  

 

—The Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity 
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 WELCOME! ¡BIENVENIDOS! ��������
We are so glad to gather together for worship of our Lord Jesus Christ. If you are 

visiting or looking for a church home, we invite you to sign the Guest Book, and/or our 

goldenrod sheet, and give us the opportunity to welcome you. If you are in need of assistance 

or have questions of any kind, please speak with an usher or contact one of our pastors. This is 

Christ’s Church. There is a place for you here. �������	 ���
�
 We are currently observing the liturgical season of Lent, which begins on 

Ash Wednesday and ends at sundown on Holy Thursday. Lent is a 40 

day season of repentance and renewal, as we turn to God in prayer, 

simplified living (fasting), and intensified awareness of Christ’s presence 

through the poor among us. 

This year, we are using the Lenten theme of ������� ������ ���������� �� ������ � ����� as we follow the scriptural stories of Jesus on his path 

of humilty and love, and prepare for the joyful celebration of Christ’s 

triumph over death at Easter.  ��� ����!�"���
 At St. Luke we believe what Martin Luther wrote in his Small Catechism:

“These [Biblical] words, (
��#�� ��� $��) and (

������� $����� ��������#����� �� ����) when 

accompanied by the physical eating and drinking, are the essential thing in the sacrament, and 

whoever believes these very words has what they declare and state, namely, %� ����#����� ������&'(
By hearing these words of our Lord Jesus Christ spoken, and by physically receiving ordinary 

bread and ordinary wine (or grape juice), we believe Jesus Christ humbles himself to become 

fully present in his real body and blood, given to each of us, and all of us together. 

At St. Luke, all Christians who desire to receive Christ in, with and under the bread and wine of 

Holy Communion are welcome to do so, regardless of your age or denomination. If you or your 

children are not yet baptized into the Christian faith, please contact the pastors who would 

love to help you receive this sacrament of grace and belonging.
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Prelude  

WELCOME ! ¡BIENVENIDOS! AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

GATHERING 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   ����
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 

you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. �����
 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.      

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Most merciful God, �� ��	
��� ��� ���� ��	
��� ��� ���� ��	
��� ��� ���� ��	
��� ��� �� ��� ������� �� ��	 �	� ��		�� 
��� ������������� ������� �� ��	 �	� ��		�� 
��� ������������� ������� �� ��	 �	� ��		�� 
��� ������������� ������� �� ��	 �	� ��		�� 
��� ������������ ��� ��		�� ����	�� ��� �	 ������ ����� �	� ������� ��� ��		�� ����	�� ��� �	 ������ ����� �	� ������� ��� ��		�� ����	�� ��� �	 ������ ����� �	� ������� ��� ��		�� ����	�� ��� �	 ������ ����� �	� ������� ��� �� ��� ��	� �	� �� ��� �� ��� ��
� �	��	���� ��� �� ��� ��	� �	� �� ��� �� ��� ��
� �	��	���� ��� �� ��� ��	� �	� �� ��� �� ��� ��
� �	��	���� ��� �� ��� ��	� �	� �� ��� �� ��� ��
� �	��	���� ��� 	�� ������ ��� 	�� ������ ��� 	�� ������ ��� 	�� �������� ��� ��� ��� ���� �������� ��� ��� ���� �������� ��� ��� ���� �������� ��� ��� ���� ������� �� � �!" #! �$ !%& ��'(�)!& �* !%&*�# �*�+!& "�� *�,� !- .!%& /!�0 1�*%* 2�&'*"0 �� � ��&3. !� %*�+!&(' � %*0 &���� %*0 ��$ #��$ %*0*! "��" �� ��. $�#'(�" '� .!%& �'## ��$ ��#, '� .!%& ��.*0"! "�� (#!&. !- .!%& �!#. ����� �����
 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all 

our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit.  �����
 45��6���

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. ��$ �#*! �'"� .!%�
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Kyrie ACS  Setting 12 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

For your people here, who have come to give you praise and for the strength to live your word, let us 

pray to the Lord. 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. ���$ .!%& ��& "! !%& �&�.�&*0 �!&$ 2�&'*"0 ��$ 3!�� ��!�( %*� �. .!%& (&�3'!%* #'-� ��$ $��"� -!&%*0 )&'�( #'(�" '�"! "�� $�&,��** !- !%& ���&"*0 ��$ ��!'�" %* �'"� .!%& /�'&'"0 -!& .!% #' � ��$ &�'(��'"� "�� +�"��& ��$ "�� �!#. /�'&'"0 !�� �!$0 �!� ��$ -!&� �&� �����
WORD 
 

Psalm Reading Psalm 23 

 1The LORD is my shepherd; 

  I shall not be in want.

 2��� ������,�* �� #'� $!�� '� (&��� ��*"%&�*
 

  
��$ #��$* �� )�*'$� *"'## ��"�&*�

3You restore my soul, O LORD, 

  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake
�	��!%(� 
 ��#, "�&!%(� "��  �##�. !- "�� *��$!� !- $��"�0
 *��## -��& �! � '#� -!& .!% �&� �'"� ���.!%& &!$ ��$ .!%& *"�--0 "��. 3!�-!&" ���

5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

 6/%&�#. (!!$��** ��$ ��&3. *��## -!##!� �� �## "�� $�.* !- �. #'-�0
 

  
��$ 
 �'## $��## '� "�� �!%*� !- "�� ���� -!&� �&�

  

 

Epistle Reading Ephesians 5:8-14 

8Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—9for the fruit of 

the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 
11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even 

to mention what such people do secretly; 13but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for 

everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,  

 “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 

The Word of the Lord. ����,* )� "! �!$�
All God’s Children Message  Pastor Russ 

Gospel Acclamation Hymn WOV 615 ����� �� ������
(Please stand) 
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Gospel John 9:1-41 

The Holy Gospel according to John, the ninth chapter. �#!&. "! .!%0 � �!&$����$�&�
  1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, �'*3'�#�* � � ��

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 1�*%*�
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be 

revealed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when 

no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” ���$�&�
   6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the 

mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him,  1�*%*�
  Go, wash in the pool of Siloam ���$�&�

  (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbors 

and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask ��'(�)!& ��
  Is this not the man who used to sit and beg? ���$�&�

  9Some were saying, ��'(�)!& ��
  It is he. ���$�&�

  Others were saying,  ��'(�)!& ��
  No, but it is someone like him.  ���$�&�

  He kept saying, ��� �!&� �#'�$
:  I am the man. ���$�&�

   10But they kept asking him,  ��'(�)!& ��
  Then how were your eyes opened? ��� �!&� �#'�$�

  The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to 

Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight. ��'(�)!& ��
  Where is he? ��� �!&� �#'�$�

  I do not know. ���$�&�
  13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a 

sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to ask 

him how he had received his sight. He said to them,  ��� �!&� �#'�$�
  He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see. ���$�&�

  16Some of the Pharisees said, 	��&'*�� ��
  This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath. ���$�&�

  But others said,  	��&'*�� ��
  How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs? ���$�&�

  And they were divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, 	��&'*�� ��
  What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened. ��� �!&� �#'�$�

  He is a prophet. 
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���$�&�
  18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called 

the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them,  1��'*� ���$�& ��
  Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see? 	�&��" ��

  We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know how it is 

that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes.  	�&��" ��
  Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself. ���$�&�

   22His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed 

that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore 

his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 24So for the second time they called the man who had been 

blind, and they said to him,  1��'*� ���$�& �
:  Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner. ��� �!&� �#'�$�
  I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, 

now I see. 1��'*� ���$�& ��
  What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes? ��� �!&� �#'�$�
  I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? 

Do you also want to become his disciples? ���$�&�
   28Then they reviled him, saying,  1��'*� ���$�& ��

  You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has spoken 

to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from. ��� �!&� �#'�$�
  Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he 

opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who 

worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened 

the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do nothing. 1��'*� ���$�& ��
  You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us? ���$�&�

  And they drove him out. 35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, 

he said,  1�*%*�
  Do you believe in the Son of Man? ��� �!&� �#'�$�

  And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him. 1�*%*�
  You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he. ��� �!&� �#'�$�

  Lord, I believe. ���$�&�
  And he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, 1�*%*�

  I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do 

see may become blind. ���$�&�
  40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, 	��&'*�� � � ��

  Surely we are not blind, are we? 1�*%*�
  If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” ���$�&�

  The Gospel of the Lord. 2!�(&�(�"'!��
  
	&�'*� "! .!%0 � 2�&'*"�
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Sermon Seeking: ��������� Pastor Russ Sorensen  

 

Hymn of the Day  We Come with Questions 

 ��������� (Praise to the Lord, the Almighty) 
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Profession of Faith  
 )�#'� � '� �!$0 "�� +�"��& �#�'(�".0 3&��"!& !- ��� �� ��$ ��&"�
 )�#'� � '� 1�*%* 2�&'*"0 �!$�* !�#. /!�0 !%& �!&$0 ��! ��* 3!�3�' �$ ). "�� �!#. /�'&'"0 )!&� !- "�� '&('���&.0 *%--�&�$ %�$�& 	!�"'%* 	'#�"�0 ��* 3&%3'-'�$0 $'�$0 ��$ ��* )%&'�$� �� $�*3��$�$ "! "��$��$� �� "�� "�'&$ $�. �� &!*� �(�'�� �� �*3��$�$ '�"! ��� ��0 �� '* *��"�$ �" "�� &'(�" ���$ !- "��+�"��&0 ��$ �� �'## 3!�� "! �%$(� "�� #' '�( ��$ "�� $��$�
 )�#'� � '� "�� �!#. /�'&'"0 "�� �!#. 3�"�!#'3 3�%&3�0 "�� 3!��%�'!� !- *�'�"*0 "�� -!&(' ���** !-*'�*0 "�� &�*%&&�3"'!� !- "�� )!$.0 ��$ "�� #'-� � �&#�*"'�(�
Prayers of the People 

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 

- response after each petition: Merciful God, 
&�3�' � !%& �&�.�&�

 

- response after the final petition: �����
 

Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. ��$ �#*! �'"� .!%�
 

We greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and 

remember our siblings scattered across Albuquerque and throughout the world. 

Offering 

We are invited to give joyfully our tithes and offerings to join in God’s unceasing mission through the 

Church. We may place our offerings in the basket in the aisle. We may also send gifts directly to 

St. Luke via mail or contribute via our online giving resources on our church website 

http://stlukeabq.org/. 

 

Our St. Luke “bucket of change” offerings for �����
will go to��6��5	��
5�� �����

Lutheran World Relief responds to natural disasters and conflict-driven emergencies that destroy the 

life and livelihood of people in Africa, Latin America, Asia, and the Middle East.  Lutheran World Relief 

carries out material aid distribution, relief and development programs overseas, working with a 

variety of local partners in any given country, including churches, faith-based agencies, and non-

governmental organizations.  
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Offering Hymn W&P 35 ���� ��� � �������� � ���
 Words and Music by Mary Rice Hopkins 

 

  



12 

Offering Prayer  

Let us pray. �!$ !- (!!$ ('-"*0 &�3�' � "��*� ��$ �## !%& !--�&'�(* �* �� �&�*��" "��� '� -�'"�-%# *�& '3� -!& "��*�,� !- .!%& (!*��#� 	&���&� !%& ���&"* "! &�3�' � .!% '� "�'* ���# �* .!% �!%& !%" .!%&  �&.�&�*��3� "�&!%(� 2�&'*" 1�*%*0 "�� ��##*�&'�( !- �"�&��# #'-�� �����
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. ��$ �#*! �'"� .!%�
 

Lift up your hearts. �� #'-" "��� "! "�� �!&$�
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
" '* &'(�" "! (' � !%& "���,* ��$ �&�'*��
The Preface 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 

praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to 

cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, 

we may come to fulness of your grace.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 

and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Sanctus W&P 62 
����� ����� ���� � ������ ������ �����
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Words of Institution 

Holy, mighty, merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great love you sent Jesus, your 

Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, 

on the cross, opened his arms to all.   

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave 

it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the 

new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory and we 

proclaim the mystery: 
2�&'*" ��* $'�$0 2�&'*" '* &'*��0 2�&'*" �'## 3!�� �(�'��

 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly 

food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor 

and glory, now and forever.  ����
 

The Lord's Prayer 

Let us pray the prayer our Lord Jesus taught us, saying: �%& +�"��& '� ��� ��0 ��##!��$ )� .!%& ����0.!%& ,'�($!� 3!��0 .!%& �'## )� $!��0 !� ��&"� �* '� ��� ����' � %* "!$�. !%& $�'#. )&��$�+!&(' � %* !%& *'�* �* �� -!&(' � "�!*� ��! *'� �(�'�*" %*�/� � %* -&!� "�� "'�� !- "&'�# ��$ $�#' �& %* -&!� � '#�+!& "�� ,'�($!�0 "�� �!��&0 ��$ "�� (#!&. �&� .!%&*0�!� ��$ -!&� �&� �����
Invitation to Communion 

Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. �����
The Distribution of Communion  

You are invited to move up the center aisle, take bread (gluten-free is also 

available and marked) and wine (red) or grape juice (white) from the aisle 

table, then move forward to front of the church where the pastor or worship 

assistant will bless the elements and you will eat/drink them. Please return 

by the side aisle. 

The body of Christ, given for you; 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
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Lamb of God ���������� 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Let us pray. ��)!$'�$ �!$0 �" .!%& "�)#�0 �� �� � "�*"�$ "�� (!!$��** !- 1�*%*��'"� "�� �.�* !- !%& ���&"*!��� "! .!%& �&!�'*�0 ���!��& %* "! ���& "�� ���$* !- !%& ��'(�)!&* ��$ "!%3� "�� �!&#$ �'"�.!%& #! �� �����
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SENDING 

Blessing for Seekers (Benediction) 

As you leave this place, may God bless you with seeking. Seek out the hungry. Seek the weary. Seek 

out the hopeful. Seek the faithful. Seek the face and voice of Christ in each person you encounter. As 

you seek and as you wonder, may you be found by the One who seeks for you, who redeems you and 

blesses you, our loving God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  ����
 Adapted from a liturgy by Rev. Sarah A. Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org. 

Sending Hymn ELW 779 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Serve in love. ����,* )� "! �!$�
Postlude  
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Participating in Today’s Worship 

Celebrant & Preacher: Pastor Russ Sorensen 

Pianist & Vocalist: Danielle Cordova 

**Reader: Nancy Tarman 

Gospel Reading (in script form): Ray Prudhomme, Dakota Smith, Hazel Trujillo, Holly Trujillo,  

Robert Trujillo, Pastor Russ 

 

Sound: Ray Prudhomme 

Video Engineer: Pamela Franco 

Ushers: Diane Quarles, Shirley Smith 

 

Sacristy Care for the holy communion this weekend: Elaine Kovach 

 

 �� ��� ���� �	 
� ���� �
 �� ������	 �������� 	����� �� ������ 
� �
������������� ���
��
 ����� �
 ���� ���������
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Pamela Franco, Media Ministry Assistant 
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